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to compass by economic warfare the destruction of
the capitalist world. This became clear to anyone
taking part in the working of the plan, but one of the
things man had to learn was that the Communists
simply had not the brains to carry out the gigantic
task to which they had set their hands.

Long before the Five Year Plan developed, the
Communist Party had quietly determined that if the
Plan failed within the allotted time, it would be
continued for another five years, and another if
necessary. Throughout its workings the men and
women who represented the masses must starve and
live under intolerable conditions. This did not
matter; in fact nothing mattered so long as the
Communist remained in control.

The Communist Party has been held up as a band
of idealists who deny themselves everything that
their people cannot have. This is not true. Stories
of Stalin taking off his coat and joining with the
manual workers in digging a ditch are absolute
nonsense. I have seen practically every leading
member of the present " Bolshevic Aristocracy/'
but the Dictator himself keeps pretty well away from
the people, whom he regards merely as machines to
carry out his will. Peters, Rozengoltz, Gunevitch,
Lepse and a score of others have talked with me and
it is to some extent possible to gauge their mentality.

In the majority of cases no Communist leader is
content with a plainly furnished office. He usually
selects the largest and most ornate in his department
and furnishes it with every available stick of decent
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